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The past year and the beginning of this year have been hard on us. I don’t think any of us expected the 

events that have happened, yet it led me continue to seek refuge in Christ. What does that mean 

though? It is escapism to forget what we read on the news or ignore the world at large. What do we do 

when the brokenness seems to surround us? 

Recently, I have encountered a book called The Simple Faith of Mister Rogers. It is a beautiful book after 

he died about his spiritual life. What never ceases to amaze me about Mister Rogers is his humility and 

lack of desire to be famous. How did this simple man bring about a revolution in the world? I mentioned 

a few weeks ago his beautiful song, There are Many Ways to Say I love you. 

Looking into his life, there is obvious ways to find easy access to sacred ground. His life fascinates me as 

a different way of live in acceptance and love. Our world needs to hear more about acceptance and love 

of oneself and others. 

In the book, Amy Hollingsworth talks about developing a friendship with Mister Rogers where they 

prayed for each other. Most of us know about his love on television and spreading the Gospel by living it 

and sharing it without using Christ’s name on PBS. Stories abound of him reaching not only children yet 

grown adults through is caring messages and lessons, helping an addict or two unknown. Helping other 

adults focus on explaining how to do simple projects. 

Mister Rogers was a man of daily prayer rising up at 5 am in the morning and connecting with God. Also 

he had many prayer partners that he had deep relationships involving prayer. It was a cool thing to be 

his prayer partners. 

Do we realize that we are able to do the same? The Holy Spirit is with us each and every day. It shows in 

how we treat people and relate. It shows in how we organize ourselves. It pours out in so many different 

ways. This is relational living. 

When we look at last year, how did we respond to a pandemic and other turmoil? So often, we may feel 

anger rising up or negativity rising up. Fred Rogers would always say, “Look for the helpers.” Look into 

the world and see who the helpers are. Who is helping others in pain and struggling? I add that this is 

where we find God. If you don’t see who the helpers are, ask how do I become a helper? It is about 

living the Gospel and learning how to teach others to live it. That is what we do when we see 

brokenness in the world. 

When you hear about the pandemic, when you hear about turmoil, what is your response? Is it one of 

fear and running away from issues? Or do we immediately look to be a helper? When problems arise, 

we need to train ourselves to look for solution immediately and work on being with people in pan and 

struggling. 

If we don’t understand what the solution is, we pray to God and together so that we are able discover a 

solution. This is where we find our refuge and stray from escapism. Look for the helpers and also 

become a helper! 

Pastor Joel Richter 



WORSHIP/MUSIC NEWS 
January 23, 2021 

Happy New Year!! Well – at least I’m hoping most everyone is happy to be glad to see 2020 be 

done. Now to try to focus on a more positive, hopeful year in 2021. Covid is still here but the 

vaccines are starting to be administered. I’m so looking forward to the time when we can go 

back and have some normalcy like we did have. Might be a while, but I try to remain optimistic 

about the future. In the meanwhile, please continue to pray for each other, our families and our 

world. We will make it – just gotta pray about it!!!!!! 

Lots of things have been going on in the background at the church. Worship & Music 

Committee met and along with Council we have made some decisions (which can always 

change due to the Covid situation: 

Feb 17th Ash Wednesday – service at 7pm. Everyone will receive their own ashes (details that 

night). Pastor may offer a noon drive through for those who can’t attend the evening service. 

Feb. 24th, March 3rd-10th-17th & 24th – Wednesday night Lenten Service (No soup supper) 

Holy Week – will be presented in the newsletter next month. 

April 11th – we will go back to having two services. 1st service will be no singing. It will be the 

Service of the Word. The 10:45am service will be the same as we have been offering. 

We are still working on the problems with the internet and the office computer and looking into 

a video/camera system to improve getting the worship service out to the homebound. 

We have gotten a little away from our guidelines in regards to drink and food in the church.  

We used to never have anything brought into the sanctuary. Since we have newer carpeting in 

the church we are now asking that only water be brought in and if snacks are needed, that they 

be solid like animal crackers, goldfish, etc (parents know what we are talking about !). We paid 

a lot of money for the carpeting and our cleaning staff has had to clean several spills and 

messes so we are asking you to please help us maintain our nice carpeting so that it lasts a long 

time and looks nice for visitors and our members. If there is crumbs etc. dropped, please pick it 

up so that we don’t have the massive ant problem we experienced in the past. Your help with 

this is so appreciated!!!!!!! Accidents do happen and if so, please tell Pastor or a Council 

member so it can be addressed immediately. 

Especially a big “thank you” to those of you who step up and greet and serve as Lector. We so 
need more people to sign up on the board. Please – it is safe and we would love to have some 
new faces! Also a heartfelt “thank you” to Ella Zeigler who continues to play preludes and 
postludes. She is such a blessing to us and we appreciate her sharing her God given talents!!   
                                                                               
See you in Church (and on-line) 
                                                                              
Tammy Maynard, Organist 
 



Sarah Fryman and Cedric Gegel 

7301 Germantown Ave 

Philadelphia, PA 19119 

 

January 21, 2021 

 

Grace and peace to you all! 

 

I apologize for the lack of letters to you all these past few months. Transitioning to 

seminary online was a little difficult. I pray that you all had a blessed Christmas, New 

Year, and Epiphany. 

 

My semester begins on January 27
th

. I will be taking Contemporary Lutheran Theology, 

Women in the Gospels, Hebrew Readings, and Worshipping Community. I am really 

looking forward to these courses, especially Hebrew. It is an intermediate level course 

where we will be reading the First Reading and Psalm for the Year B lectionary each week. 

It will provide context for the readings in order to assist with future sermon preparation.  

 

Cedric has been working at a local performing arts center since September. He is also 

working on some screenplays and was recently cast in a play at our alma mater, Capital 

University. Thank goodness for technology! I recently began working at a Staples very 

close to our apartment.  

 

I was endorsed in October, which was the second of three official steps to ordination. I am 

waiting for the internship matching process to begin, for August 2021-August 2022. The 

churches have until January 31
st
 to submit their application and then I will be matched with 

a congregation. I am really looking forward to this next step in my seminary education. Of 

course, it will probably be impacted by the pandemic, but I am trusting the Lord to guide 

me in this time.  

 

These past 10 months have been really difficult for all of us. I experienced things in the 

hospital that I never thought I would: conference calls with families as they struggle with 

the reality of not being with their loved ones as they die, doing commendations for people 

unable to breathe on their own, and so much more. I know that church online is not the 

same as gathering physically with the Body of Christ. I never knew how much I would 

miss partaking in the Lord’s Supper, shoulder to shoulder with my congregants. So many 

disappointments, heartbreaks, and downright anger at the state of things. I have found, 

though, that my comfort is in Christ. It is okay to be upset, sad, lonely, angry, and whatever 

other feelings you feel. Lean into them, and lean into Christ.  

 

I pray for the time when I get to be with you all again, in person. Faith Lutheran is always in 

my thoughts and prayers. Your support for my ministry, and life in general, means the 

world to me. I leave you with this blessing: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May 

the Lord make His face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you. May the Lord look 

upon you with favor, and give you peace. 
 

In Christ, 

Sarah Fryman and Cedric Gegel 



REMEMBER OUR MISSIONARIES: 
Medical Missionaries in Africa: 
Dr. Dennis (Denny) and Paula Lofstrom 
International Health Partners 
Tanzania 
www.ihptz.org 

 

Addresses for our Shut-ins & Military         

Ruby Ostermeier  Lois Schultz 

175 Cape May Drive  175 Cape May Drive 

Room 136   Room 135 

Wilmington, OH 45177 Wilmington, OH 45177 

 

Marie Bennett   Corby Running  ASAA Amanda Riley,  

1006 Timber Glenn Ln. USS Antietam               USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71)   

Wilmington, OH 45177 (CG- 54)         Unit 100250 Box #715  

                              Unit 100130 Box 1          FPO AP 96632 

    FPO, AP 96660        AIMD – IM4  

   

 

 
 

  BIRTHDAYS    ANNIVERSARIES 

Jason Wilson  2/2 

Will Barnhart  2/3 

Dee Campanella  2/3 

Zander Johnson   2/3 

James Kroencke  2/6 

Harlene Rein  2/6 

Harrison Sargent  2/10 

Rhonda Wheasler  2/19 

Lydia Wolf   2/19 

Lois Schultz   2/20 

Darlene Kroencke  2/20 

Roby Ruppert-James 2/20 

Tom Cline   2/21 

Nathan Giacobbi  2/21 

Jamie Knowles  2/23 

Lani Brannum   2/27 

   

 

   

Pastor Joel will be in the office Monday-Thursday



IN OUR PRAYERS…. 
Wilma Carey       Lois Schultz 

Gene Sprouse       Sarah Fryman 

Zachary Jewell      Ruby Ostermeier 

Darlene Campbell      Vickie Morgan 

The Zeckser Family     Sue Newman 

Caroline Wesbrook      Royal & Rayaunna & siblings 

Shirley & Fred Blake Sr.     Suzanne Miars 

Marie Bennett      Riley Family 

Dave Ackerman      Ron & Sue Jenkins 

Donna Thorp      Kathy Snowball 

Carolyn Baur      Portia Vincent 

Don Newman 
 

1/24 

The family of Connie Abirached   Friend of Becky Riley 

 

1/17 

Andrew & Leslie Brannum   Brother & Sister in law of Lana Brannum 

 

1/10 

Shayana Spurrier & Kara   Daughter & Granddaughter of Yvonne Spurrier 

 

1/3 

Brenda Karl     Sister in law of Amy Wilson 

Neil Sander     Father of Lani Brannum  

 

Joe Klosterman     Brother of Madonna Johnson 

The Lambcke family     Friends of the Rileys 

Jerry Grooms     Brother of Harlene Rein 

Bill Lewellen     Brother in law of Kathy & Steve Vincent 

Jennifer Johnson     Daughter in law of Ron Johnson    

Beth Maynard     Aunt of Becky Riley    

Sharon Kinsley     Niece of Harlene Rein 

Laquietta Huston    Friend of FLC  

Brittany Blake     Daughter-in-law of Fred Blake Jr                 

Joyce Dallas      Friend of FLC              

Joyce Grooms     Former sister-in-law of Harlene Rein 

Kristian & Jeremiah    Shelly & Chuck McKay 

Staff and Patients Zinga Children’s Hospital       

Luke Kroph     Nephew of Donna Barnhart’s daughter-in-law     

Claire Cavender     Cousin of Harrison Sargent 

Michelle     Coworker of Lani Brannum  

Amber Burnett         Friend of Terri Roberts 

Lynn Turner             Friend of the Riley Family 

Kathleen Estep         Friend of the Riley Family 



Junior Grooms         Brother of Harlene Rein  

Daniel Payne         Brother of Dave Payne (Rhonda Wheasler) 

Pat Cantwell         Friend of Betty Pfeifer 

Helen Grooms         Sister of Deana Morrissey 

Karen Wechter         Daughter of Deana Morrissey 

Deana Morrissey 

Luke Quigley          Friend of Roberts Family 

Jacob Harrison          Beth Ackerman’s Friend’s Son 

Julie Minney         Daughter of Vickie Morgan 

Ian Stevens           Family of Deana Morrissey 

Bentley, Lynne & Tom Eirons          Family of Donna Thorp 

Betty Pfeifer   Mother of Kathy Giacobbi 

Kristin Foster                Granddaughter of Don&Sue Newman 

Sue Zurface          Friend of Becky Riley  

Russ Burton          Friend of Josh & Becky Riley 

Members, family, and friends serving in military  

Amanda Riley    Member of FLC 

Corby Running    Member of FLC 

Ben Thompson    Member of FLC 

Parker Haley    Nephew of Amy Wilson 

Nick Gumley               Grandson of Ruby Fisher 

Cody Cravens    Friend of Riley family 

Luke Williams    Friend of Amanda Riley 

Rebecca Carter    Cousin of the Brannum Family 

Laura Person    Cousin of Amanda Riley 

Tanner Murray     Friend of the Riley Family 

SPC Shawn Alicie    Nephew of Becky & Jerry Sweet 

James Bailey    Brother in law of Michelle Kasten 

123
rd

 ACS-Blue Ash   Deployed co-workers of Jerry Sweet 

Carrier Strike Group 9   Deployed Amanda Riley’s Group  

 

In Christian Sympathy To….  

Please pray for Linda Hall, her daughter Kathy and their family upon the death of Linda's father.  

Please hold the family in your prayers for peace and comfort. 

In Christian Sympathy To….  

Please pray for Jamie, Shelley & Mariah Knowles, and their family upon the death of Jamie's 

Mother, Martha Knowles.  Please hold the family in your prayers for peace and comfort. 

In Christian Sympathy To….  

Please pray for Jerry Sweet, and his family upon the death of Jerry's Mother, Shirley Sweet. Please 

hold the family in your prayers for peace and comfort. 

In Christian Sympathy To….  

Please pray for Betty Pfeifer and Kathy Giacobbi, and their families upon the death of Betty's Son, 

Kathy’s Brother Ken Pfeifer Jr. Please hold the family in your prayers for peace and comfort. 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Our service will be recorded Live on Facebook and posted in Flocknote. 

      www.facebook.com/FaithLutheranChurchofWilmington 

Your offering may be mailed or done online by going to 

https://www.flcwilmington.com/donationsofferings 

 

Drive Thru Communion- Every Sunday we will have drive-thru communion 11:00am 

to 12:00pm. 

 

Mid-Week Service Tuesday- We will have a mid-week service every Tuesday starting 

at 11:30am. You may watch on facebook live or attend in person.  

 

Sunday School-Youth in person Sunday school every Sunday at 9:00am in fellowship 

hall.  

 

Volunteers Needed-There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex for Greeters and Lectors 

starting in August. Please check the dates and see if you are available to volunteer a 

Sunday.   

 

The 2021 Altar Flower Chart Has Been Posted On The Bulletin Board In The Narthex.  
Sign up on your preferred Sunday and indicate if they are given “in memory of…”; “in 

celebration of…” or “in honor of…”  - A $15 donation is suggested.  Thank you!   

 

Do You Order From Amazon? If so, then try Amazon Smile to support Faith 

Lutheran Church! First, go to Amazon Smile and choose Faith Lutheran Church 

Wilmington, OH as your charity. Then, shop as usual and Faith will receive a 

percentage of your purchase. It’s that easy!   
 
Welca  Website:  The website Womenoftheelca.org has very good articles, including 

Daily Grace, which may be of interest to you. Check it out!  Café is an award-winning 

web-based magazine (boldcafe.org) for young adult women who are interested in how 

faith relates to issues women face today.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/FaithLutheranChurchofWilmington
https://www.flcwilmington.com/donationsofferings


 

Kroger Community Rewards Program:   
08/1/20-10/31/20     $104.26 contributed to the youth group fund.   

A Kroger Plus card is needed to enroll. See office for more information or: 

You may re-enroll via phone at 1-866-221-4141. 

To enroll, go to: www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

A successful sign-in will take you to a page with a first paragraph entitled Kroger 

Community Awards.  In the text of the paragraph click where it says “click here”.  

You will then be on a page “Find Your Organization”.  In the first box, type QG123 or 

Faith then click search. Choose Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church and then save.   
 
Food Pantry News: For December 16, 2020, our food pantry helped a total of 67 

adults, 31 seniors and 45 children (143 total people – 41 families). For the total of the 

month of December, our food pantry helped 101 adults, 56 seniors and 68 children (225 

total people -   70 families). If you would like to learn more about volunteering for this 

ministry, see Jack Connor or Terri Roberts. To help supplement our Food Pantry this 

year, we are asking the congregation to bring a different product each month as shown 

below. 

 

CANNED GOODS 2020 
                  July – Spaghetti Sauce  

February – Canned Fruit             August – Canned Fruit 

             March – Tuna         September – Tuna 

             April – Canned Vegetables       October – Canned Vegetables 

             May – Stuffing                     November- Stuffing 

             June – Canned Soup        December–Canned Soup 

 

 

 

REGIONAL & LOCAL EVENTS:  

 

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group 1
ST

 Thursday of each month; 6:00pm-7:30pm 

– Ohio Living Cape May Multi-purpose room. 

For more information call Abby Ellsberry 937-725-3542 

 

Angels Awaiting Maternity Home- 782 Xenia Avenue, Wilmington. Wanted: 

Mature, single, woman of faith to move into our Angel House and run day to day 

activities, and oversee residents. We are looking for a few volunteers to fulfill other 

positions as well. If interested, call 937-283-7976.  

 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/


Community Care Hospice is in need of volunteers! For more information, please visit 

www.communitycarehospice.com or call 937-382-5400. Community Care Hospice is 

located at 1669 Rombach Ave, Wilmington.  
 

 

Solutions Community Counseling & Recovery Center:  953 S. South St., 

Wilmington.  

 

St. Vincent Veteran Families:  Financial assistance for Veterans and their families 

for housing and VA benefits, serving homeless and at risk households. Katie Lewis, 

Outreach Specialist, phone # 937-222-7340, ext. 207 or email 

klewis@stvincentdayton.org. Information at 1-888-751-1238. 

 

Volunteers  Needed 

Clinton Memorial Hospital offers a variety of volunteer opportunities. 

If you are looking for a rewarding experience and a feeling of community spirit, THIS 

is the place for YOU! For more information about Clinton Memorial Hospital’s 

Volunteer Services, contact Veronica Grabill, Volunteer Services Coordinator, at 937 

382-9223 or e-mail vegrabill@cmhregional.com 

 

Sugartree Landscaping 
Help support people through their work based recovery, and get your yard work done. 

Mowing, edging, weeding, gutter cleaning and more! Contact Sugartree Landscaping 

on Facebook, or by email SugartreeLandscaping@gmail.com or by phone at 

937-239-3944.  
 

 

Kiwanis continues to serve children of Clinton County 
NEWS 

 
WILMINGTON — While the pandemic has put a limiting factor on the local Kiwanis Club, they have continued with their 
Literacy Project serving children that visit the Faith Lutheran Church Food Pantry. 
On the first and third Wednesday, a Kiwanis member has been at the church passing out free books to children under 14. 
This project started in 2017 and has continued through 2020. 

Children and their families are appreciative of the books, especially during the time when schools and libraries were 
closed. Many children were home and bored. 

As Christmas approached, the club decided that in addition to the books, small gift bags with coloring books and crayons, 
along with toothbrushes and toothpaste, would be given to children visiting the food pantry. Dr. Brooke Hamilton, with 
Wilmington Dental Arts, which is a corporate member of the local Kiwanis Club, donated the dental items. 

The Kiwanis Club continues to meet through Zoom and is looking forward to meeting again in person, in the spring. For 
more information about this club that serves the children of Clinton County and beyond, contact Ron Johnson, treasurer 
at 937-289-7226 

https://www.wnewsj.com/category/news


 

 

Join us for Sunday School 

 

Sunday mornings at 

 

9:00am in the Fellowship 

Hall 
 

We have lessons, crafts and  

   a little drumming  

 

 

 

 

 
A special Thank You to 
everyone that helped take 
down Christmas decorations.  
 
Beth, Dave & Lynn Ackerman 
Grace & Lani Brannum  
Linda Hall 
Margaret Johnson  
Tammy Maynard 
Pastor Joel 
Becky, Danni, Josh Riley  
& Sinjin Allen 
Angela Stanforth 
Jerry & Joey Sweet 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Up Coming dates to remember 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    February 14, 2021           Ash Wednesday service  

      after the service           February 17, 2021 at 7pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Lenten Worship 

February 24, 2021  7pm 

March 3, 2021  7pm 

March 10, 2021  7pm 

March 17, 2021  7pm 

March 24, 2021  7pm 

April 1, 2021  Maundy Thursday 7pm 

April 2, 2021  Good Friday 7pm 

 



 

We received a message from Corby Running  

 

Hello,  

Just wanted to send a thank you for the care package I 

received. It will definitely get put to good use.  

Thanks again for your support!!! 

 

Getting a letter or package from home really has a huge 

impacted on our military. So keep sending them little 

touches from home and please continue to keep our 

church military and all military members in your 

prayers! 

 



 
 



 

CHECK  OUT  FAITH’S  FACEBOOK  PAGE 

 

You do not have to be a member of Facebook to access our page -  just type      

  www.facebook.com/FaithLutheranChurchofWilmington 

into your browser window and you will be taken directly to the page. 

 

 

WEB NEWS  

For congregational news, go to: www.flcwilmington.com 

On-line giving now available through our website. 
 
 

Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church is in 

the Southern Ohio Synod of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

 
For synod news: www.southernohiosynod.org 

 

For national news: www.elca.org 

 

 

ELCA Presiding Bishop:  Rev. Elizabeth Eaton 

Bishop of the Southern Ohio Synod:  Rev. Suzanne Dillahunt 

Seminary Student: Sarah Fryman-Gegel 

 

 

DEADLINES 

Bulletin Announcements– Wednesday by 11:30 a.m. 

Newsletter Calendar– No later than third Sunday of the month. 

Email: faithelca@swohio.twcbc.com 

 
 
 

 
 

http://www.facebook.com/FaithLutheranChurchofWilmington
http://www.lutheransonline.com/flcwilmington
http://www.southernohiosynod.org/
http://www.elca.org/
mailto:faithelca@swohio.twcbc.com


 
 

 

 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH  
421 East Vine Street     

Wilmington, Ohio 45177 
 

Forwarding Service requested 

Moved or moving? Tell your Church 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR MISSION: 

To Share God’s Love 

To Care For Each Other 

To Reach The World for CHRIST 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

SUNDAY 9:30 

Youth Sunday School, 9:00am, (SEP-MAY) 

Adult Sunday School &  

Catechism (gr. 6-8) classes (not meeting) 

 

Phone 937-382-2460      


